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Department of Veterans Affairs § 4.56 

(e) Incoordination, impaired ability 
to execute skilled movements smooth-
ly. 

(f) Pain on movement, swelling, de-
formity or atrophy of disuse. Insta-
bility of station, disturbance of loco-
motion, interference with sitting, 
standing and weight-bearing are re-
lated considerations. For the purpose 
of rating disability from arthritis, the 
shoulder, elbow, wrist, hip, knee, and 
ankle are considered major joints; mul-
tiple involvements of the interphalan-
geal, metacarpal and carpal joints of 
the upper extremities, the interphalan-
geal, metatarsal and tarsal joints of 
the lower extremities, the cervical 
vertebrae, the dorsal vertebrae, and the 
lumbar vertebrae, are considered 
groups of minor joints, ratable on a 
parity with major joints. The 
lumbosacral articulation and both sac-
roiliac joints are considered to be a 
group of minor joints, ratable on dis-
turbance of lumbar spine functions. 

§ 4.46 Accurate measurement. 
Accurate measurement of the length 

of stumps, excursion of joints, dimen-
sions and location of scars with respect 
to landmarks, should be insisted on. 
The use of a goniometer in the meas-
urement of limitation of motion is in-
dispensable in examinations conducted 
within the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. Muscle atrophy must also be ac-
curately measured and reported. 

[41 FR 11294, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§§ 4.47–4.54 [Reserved] 

§ 4.55 Principles of combined ratings 
for muscle injuries. 

(a) A muscle injury rating will not be 
combined with a peripheral nerve pa-
ralysis rating of the same body part, 
unless the injuries affect entirely dif-
ferent functions. 

(b) For rating purposes, the skeletal 
muscles of the body are divided into 23 
muscle groups in 5 anatomical regions: 
6 muscle groups for the shoulder girdle 
and arm (diagnostic codes 5301 through 
5306); 3 muscle groups for the forearm 
and hand (diagnostic codes 5307 
through 5309); 3 muscle groups for the 
foot and leg (diagnostic codes 5310 
through 5312); 6 muscle groups for the 
pelvic girdle and thigh (diagnostic 

codes 5313 through 5318); and 5 muscle 
groups for the torso and neck (diag-
nostic codes 5319 through 5323). 

(c) There will be no rating assigned 
for muscle groups which act upon an 
ankylosed joint, with the following ex-
ceptions: 

(1) In the case of an ankylosed knee, 
if muscle group XIII is disabled, it will 
be rated, but at the next lower level 
than that which would otherwise be as-
signed. 

(2) In the case of an ankylosed shoul-
der, if muscle groups I and II are se-
verely disabled, the evaluation of the 
shoulder joint under diagnostic code 
5200 will be elevated to the level for un-
favorable ankylosis, if not already as-
signed, but the muscle groups them-
selves will not be rated. 

(d) The combined evaluation of mus-
cle groups acting upon a single 
unankylosed joint must be lower than 
the evaluation for unfavorable anky-
losis of that joint, except in the case of 
muscle groups I and II acting upon the 
shoulder. 

(e) For compensable muscle group in-
juries which are in the same anatom-
ical region but do not act on the same 
joint, the evaluation for the most se-
verely injured muscle group will be in-
creased by one level and used as the 
combined evaluation for the affected 
muscle groups. 

(f) For muscle group injuries in dif-
ferent anatomical regions which do not 
act upon ankylosed joints, each muscle 
group injury shall be separately rated 
and the ratings combined under the 
provisions of § 4.25. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[62 FR 30237, June 3, 1997] 

§ 4.56 Evaluation of muscle disabil-
ities. 

(a) An open comminuted fracture 
with muscle or tendon damage will be 
rated as a severe injury of the muscle 
group involved unless, for locations 
such as in the wrist or over the tibia, 
evidence establishes that the muscle 
damage is minimal. 

(b) A through-and-through injury 
with muscle damage shall be evaluated 
as no less than a moderate injury for 
each group of muscles damaged. 
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